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TAGS: SCUL UR 

SUB J : VO A RECEPTION IN USSR 

1. OBSERVATIONS TK VOA EXECUTIVE PRODUCER AFTER SEVERAL DAYS 
INFORMALCOMPARATIVE MONITORING MOSCOW AND LENINGRAD IN LINE 
WITH CONTINUING COMMENTS FROM SOVIET AND EMBASSY LISTERNERS THAT 
VOA RUSSIAN SERVICE SIGNAL STRENGTH OFTEN INFERIOR TO BBC AND 

DW. CONSENSUS IS THAT BBS SIGNAL OFTEN SIGNIFICANTLY BETTER 
THAN VOA AND THAT DW CONSISTENTLY SUPERIOR TO BOTH BBC AND VOA. 

2. RELATIVE SIGNAL STRENGTHS ARE VERY IMPORTANT FACTOR IN ACTIVE 
COMPTITION AMONG THESE THREE STATIONS FOR FOREIGN RADIO AUDIENCE 
IN SOVIET UNION, AND VOA APPEARS TO BE LAGGING BEHIND AT PRESENT. 
EMBASSY URGES FORMAL TECHNICAL COMPARISON BE CARRIED OUT SOONEST. 
IF VOA SIGNAL STRENGTH ACTUALLY INFERIOR. ALL POSSIBLE MEASURES 
SHOULD BE TAKEN TO CORRECT DEFICIENCY. 
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